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Sport

Name change is a rebranding Victory
SOCCER
Chris Vernuccio ‘‘We are the first football (soccer) club in Victoria with

a name that shows our support of Australian soccer
and reflects the popularity of the A-League rather
than promoting allegiance to overseas clubs

Introducing the Waverley Victory

A LOCAL soccer club has
rebranded itself to establish a
connection with the Australian
game.

Clayton Soccer Club has been
renamed Waverley Victory FC and
has adopted the same colours and
logo as A-League club Melbourne
Victory.

President Leo Bevacqua said
using the Victory branding had
helped generate interest in the
local community and more than
150 juniors signed-up at a regis-
tration day at Brandon Park Re-
serve last Sunday.

‘‘We are the first football (soccer)
club in Victoria with a name that
shows our support of Australian
soccer and reflects the popularity
of the A-League rather than pro-

moting allegiance to overseas
clubs,’’ Bevacqua said.

‘‘We believe our young players
will identify strongly with the new
name and attract new local kids to
play at Waverley Victory FC.’’

Bevacqua said the club wanted a
new name that embraced a broader
region, which would boost its
appeal among prospective players
and sponsors.

New players will receive a play-

ing and training strip and the club
will provide coaching by Football
Federation Victoria-trained
coaches.

Player registrations close this
month.

Waverley Victory will field teams
from under-5 to under-18, includ-
ing small-sided games.

Registration enquiries can be
directed to coaching co-ordinator
Bradley Thomas (0411 201 128).

Oakleigh
won’t be
relaxing
just yet
VSDCA CRICKET
Chris Vernuccio ‘‘The last couple of years

we’ve gone in a bit
relaxed, knowing we’re in
finals and, sometimes, you
take the pedal off and you
lose all momentum going
into the finals the next
week.
JARROD TRAVAGLIA (Oakleigh coach)

Leg-spinner Barry Ensil led the way with four wickets as Oakleigh flexed
its pre-finals muscles. Picture: MATT MURPHY. s23ht710

WITH another top-four finish par-
celled up, Oakleigh will treat
Saturday’s final-round fixture
against Box Hill as a dress rehearsal
for the VSDCA South-East Group
finals.

The Oaks will attempt to correct
mistakes of past campaigns by main-
taining winning momentum leading
into the following week’s semi-final.

After Oakleigh defeated bottom
team Bayswater by 54 runs on
Saturday, captain-coach Jarrod
Travaglia said his team would not
ease off the intensity in this week’s
match.

A win against Box Hill would also
secure a top-two finish and a home
final.

‘‘We’re going to approach it like the
first week of a final because they’re
(Box Hill) probably going to be
playing finals as well,’’ Travaglia
said.

‘‘The last couple of years we’ve
gone in a bit relaxed, knowing we’re
in finals and, sometimes, you take
the pedal off and you lose all
momentum going into the finals the
next week.

‘‘We haven’t lost a game this side of
Christmas so we want to continue
that momentum and treat this like a
final because there will be no better
opposition than the reigning prem-
iers to get us ready.’’

Spin bowler Barry Ensil claimed
four wickets to seal the points
against the Waters at Bayswater
Oval.

‘‘He’s been our leading wicket-
taker all year and he’s always come
on at a time when we needed a spell

of wickets and, most of the time, he
comes through with the goods,’’
Travaglia said.

‘‘He bowls good, tight, leg-spin
bowling and a lot of players struggle
to pick him because of his variety
and consistency.’’

Oakleigh’s score of 191 was never
threatened with Bayswater bowled
out for 137.

‘‘The wickets fell constantly
throughout the day,’’ Travaglia said.

‘‘They didn’t really get on top at
any stage. We were lucky enough to
take constant wickets and that
stemmed the run flow because they
couldn’t get any partnerships go-
ing.’’

Meanwhile, Mt Waverley was
comprehensively beaten, by 156
runs, by Caulfield at Mt Waverley
Reserve.

Mount was skittled for 108, chasing
Caulfield’s 8/264.

Cannons’
early fire
VPL SOCCER
Chris Vernuccio

OAKLEIGH Cannons pro-
duced a breathtaking per-
formance to open the
Victorian Premier League
season – a commanding
4-1 win against Heidelberg
United on Friday night.

John Anastasiadis’ first
game in charge started
with a goal in the opening
minute before another two
were added prior to half-
time at Jack Edwards Re-
serve.

Dario Matkovic, Trent
Waterson and Bill
Damianos all scored in the
first-half to set up a 3-1
lead at the half-time
break.

The Cannons conceded
before half-time but re-
stored their three-goal ad-
vantage when former-
Melbourne Victory
striker Ricky Diaco struck
in the opening minute of
the second half.

‘‘I didn’t expect a
scoreline like that,’’
Anastasiadis said.

‘‘I thought it was going to
be a much tighter game.

‘‘We got off to a great
start.

‘‘Scoring in the first min-
ute can sometimes have a
reverse effect on how the
game will pan out.

‘‘But, Heidelberg opened
up and we found plenty of
room and the boys kept up
the pressure.

‘‘We got the second and
third goals relatively
quickly.’’

Anastasiadis said his de-
fence was outstanding but
was disappointed his
team, repeatedly, gave up
possession in the second
half.

‘‘We knew they were go-
ing to come out after half-
time with a lot more pres-
sure, but we were lucky
enough to score again
straight after half-time,’’
Anastasiadis said.

‘‘It was funny game. Hei-
delberg had a lot of pos-
session because we were
giving the ball away too
much in the second half.

‘‘If we were more careful
the score could have been
much higher.

‘‘Overall, we were pretty
happy with the result but
just happy to get the three
points.’’


